Old Testament

Jeremiah
Chapter 18: 1-6

This word came to Jeremiah from the Lord: Rise up, be off to the potter’s house; there | will give you
my message. | went down to the potter’s house and there he was, working at the wheel. Whenever the
object of clay which he was making turned out badly in his hand, he tried again, making of the clay
another object of whatever sort he pleased. Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can | not do to
you, house of Israel, as this potter has done? Says the Lord. Indeed, like clay in the hand of the potter,
so are you in my hand, house of Israel.

The Book of Wisdom
Chapter 7: 7-11

Therefore | prayed, and prudence was given me; | pleaded and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. |
preferred her to scepter and throne, and deemed riches nothing in comparison with her, nor did I liken
any priceless gem to her; because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand, and before her, silver is to be
accounted mire. Beyond health and comeliness I loved her, and | chose to have her rather than the
light, because the splendor of her never yields to sleep. Yet all good things together came to me in her
company, and countless riches at her hands.

Isaiah
Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7

Here is my servant whom | uphold, my chosen one with whom | am pleased, upon whom | have put
my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the nations, not crying out, not shouting, not making his voice
heard in the street. A bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench, until
he establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching. |, the Lord, have called
you for the victory of justice, | have grasped you by the hand; | formed you, and set you as a covenant
of the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from
confinement, and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness.

Isaiah
Chapter 61: 1-3, 6, 8-9

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; He has sent me to bring
glad tidings to the lowly, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to
the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God, to
comfort all who mourn; to place on those who mourn in Zion a diadem instead of ashes, To give them
oil of gladness in place of mourning, a glorious mantle instead of a listless spirit. They will be called
oaks of justice, planted by the LORD to show his glory. You yourselves shall be named priests of the
LORD, ministers of our God you shall be called. You shall eat the wealth of the nations and boast of
riches from them. For I, the LORD, love what is right, | hate robbery and injustice; I will give them
their recompense faithfully, a lasting covenant I will make with them. Their descendants shall be
renowned among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge them as a race the LORD has blessed.
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Isaiah
Chapter 63: 7-9

The favors of the LORD I will recall the glorious deeds of the LORD, Because of all he has done for
us; for he is good to the house of Israel, He has favored us according to his mercy and his great
kindness. He said: They are indeed my p eople, children w ho are not disloyal; so he became their
savior in their every affliction. It was not a messenger or an angel, but he himself who saved them.
Because of his love and pity he redeemed them himself, lifting them and carrying them all the days of
old.
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